Instructions for sample collection for the Degenerative Myelopathy Project

What samples are needed at this time?

DNA (from whole blood) can be donated by members of the CBR community from dogs in the following three categories:

· Affected dogs: Dogs with a confirmed diagnosis of DM (either through MRI or post-mortem exam/biopsy). 

· Dogs related to affected dogs:  We are most interested in siblings and parents/offspring at this time.

· Unaffected and unrelated (“normal”) dogs:  It would be great to get more samples from unrelated normal dogs.  The main problem is defining a normal dog - since most cases only get DM at 9-11 years of age, we really need samples from dogs that are older than this with no signs of DM for this category.  

I have a Chesapeake that has / may have DM (affected category). What do I do?

Contact your regular veterinarian to inquire about obtaining a definitive diagnosis if you do not already have one. Contact Dr. Briedi Gillespie (ACC Health Comm) at (509)335-2819 or btreece@vetmed.wsu.edu 

for further information regarding diagnosis and how you might participate in the DM study. 

I have a chesapeake in the related or unaffected categories and would like to participate.  How do I donate blood for the DNA analysis?

1.  Go to the ACC website http://www.amchessieclub.org/to find all forms necessary for submission of samples.  Print out the following forms and information:

· The “Chessie DM Owner Consent Form” – fill out and sign.
· The “Individual Dog Information” form – fill out (w/ your vet, if needed).

· The “Sample Handling Instructions for Vets” information to give to your veterinarian who takes the blood, and FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR HANDLING AND SHIPPING, including both forms and PEDIGREE in a separate sealed (Zip-Lock type) bag with sample shipment. Make sure sample itself is labelled with dog’s REGISTERED NAME – CALL NAME – OWNER NAME – DATE.

2.   Send to:

Att:  Kim Lewis / Lara Derr 

Division of Neurology and Neurosurgery

Department of Clinical Studies

University of Pennsylvania Vet School

3850 Spruce St,

Philadelphia, PA 19104

